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talking to a thing like you in Bond Street." Fortunately for
Stevenson's reputation, the friendship survived all the storms he
put upon it, for Lang's enormous influence and his exaggerated
adulation of Stevenson's work contributed more than all else to
stabilising his celebrity.

With Colvin he seriously discussed his chances of making a
living by writing, passionately desiring to be independent of his
father. As he indicates in the essay, " Ordered South", which he
wrote in depression at Mentone and appeared through Colvin's
influence in Macmillatfs Magazine for the following May, he
thought he was suffering from fatal symptoms, and death could
not long be delayed, and his feeling against his father was such
that he dreaded dying before he had been able to repay his father
for the money given to him, which he regarded in the light of a
loan.

On his way home from Mentone, he stayed in Paris with his
cousin Bob Stevenson, who was studying art and introduced him
to Bohemian life of the Latin quarter. He returned home in May
to find his refreshed spirits speedily damped by his parents'
attitude of disapproval and sorrowful concern. "I am always
bad with them," he confided to Mrs. Sitwell, "because they always
seem to expect me to be not very good; and I am never good,
because they never seem to see when I am good." He confessed
that "I never feel so lonely as when I am too much with my
father and mother, and I am ashamed of the feelings, which
makes matters worse." He escaped from the depressing home
atmosphere to visit Colvin in London, where he received inspiring
encouragement, for besides "Ordered South" in Macmillatfs
Magazine, he had a paper accepted for the Fortnightly Review by
John Morley, and an article on "Victor Hugo's Romances" for
the Cornhill by Leslie Stephen, while through Colvin's influence
he obtained some book-reviewing from the Fortnightly and the
Academy. Colvin introduced him to many literary notabilities,
including Thackeray's daughter, Anne Thackeray Ritchie, who,
he told his mother," has a jolly big mouth and is good-humoured
looking," and Leslie Stephen, who seconded Colvin in his early
encouragement of Stevenson, tried to get him an interview with
Carlyle, but found the old man in a black mood and "sick of